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(TRANSLATION) 

Ref. 15084111 Dispatch No . 714705 Mailing Date : October 27 , 2009 
NOTICE OF REASON FOR REJECTION 

Patent Application No. 2003-413721 

Drafted Date: October 23, 2009 

Patent Office Examiner: Nari NAKASHIMA 

Attorneys of the Applicant: Kazunobu SERA (Other 3 person) 
Applied Provisions of Patent Law: Article 29, Paragraph 2 

Article 29-2 

Article 36 

This application is to be rejected by the following reason. 
If the applicant has any arguments , such arguments" should be filed 
within 60 days from the mailing date of this Notice. 

REASON 

<Reason 1> 
abbrev . 

<Reason 2> 
abbrev. 

<Reason 3> 

The inventions claimed by the below-listed claims of this 
application are unpatentable under Article 29-2, of Patent Law, 
as the inventions are identical with inventions disclosed in the 
description, scope of claims or drawings originally attached to 
the written application of another application for a patent which 
has been filed prior to the date of filing of the said patent 
application and published after the filing of the said patent 
application, and the inventors of this application are not the same 
as those who did the above-mentioned invention concerning the 
patent application before that application, and at the time of the 
filing of the said patent application, the applicants of the said 
patent application and the applicant of the other application for 
a patent are not the same person. 
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• claim 1,2 

• the cited references 1 

• Remarks 

Also in the multi-degree-of-f reedom bending mechanism written in 
the original specification of the patent application shown as the 
reference 1, the link and the actuator being connected directly, 
so the reference 1 discloses that the link and the actuator are 
capable connecting each other, and a connection part of the link 
and the actuator is equivalent to "the first joint portion" of 
claim 1 (for example, see claim 3). 

( (Although some inventors of this application and the 
above-mentioned patent application overlap, note that all 
inventors of them are not "the same".) (see the patent and utility 
model examination standard II §3-2.5 (2)") 

<Reason 4> 

The inventions claimed by the below-listed claims of this 
application are unpatentable under Article 29, Paragraph 2, of 
Patent Law, as the inventions could have been easily made by a 
person of ordinary skill in this art prior to the filing of this 
application based on the inventions described in the below-listed 
publications which were distributed, or inventions made available 
to the public through electric telecommunication lines, in Japan 
or elsewhere, prior to the filing of this application. 

• claim 1, 3-6 

■ the cited references 2-5 

• Remarks 

The "flexible shaft 122" which bends and curves in the reference 
2 by transmitting the torque to the drive elements 130a and 130b 
by the drive of the motor with which the handle 102 was equipped, 
and the point which enabled attachment and detachment of "the 
handle 102" are indicated. 

The technology of bending a shaft by the link and a driving force 
development method to generate linear driving force here is common 
knowledge (for example, see the cited references 3 and 4). 
Moreover, a method to combine the two members by elastic binding 
with a proper convex portion and concave portion enabling free 
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attachment and detachment is the technology generally used 
commonly . 

It is well-known as combining the method and long member which 
generate linear driving force by the same technology, enabling free 
attachment and detachment is also indicated by the reference 5 (see 
the ball 720 and the socket 724 shown in Fig. 15 and 16). 
Then, a person ordinarily skilled in the art of the invention would 
have been able to easily make the invention concerning the above 
mentioned claims, to apply the above mentioned common knowledge 
art to the invention referred to the reference 2, in consideration 
of the art indicated by the conventional art or the above-mentioned 
reference 5. 



List of cited references etc. 

1. Japanese patent application No. 2002-320931 
(Japanese patent laid-open publication No. 2004-154877) 

2. Japanese patent domestic laid-open publication No. 2003-523255 

3. Japanese patent laid-open publication No. SHO 61 (1986) -293796 

4. Japanese patent laid-open publication No. SHO 60 (1985) -114491 

5. Japanese patent domestic laid-open publication No. 2001-505810 

abbrev. 
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